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many Americans cannot afford the coverage 
they need. 

We need to fix these problems, and one 
way to do so is to treat health insurance more 
like homeownership. The current Tax Code 
encourages homeownership by allowing you 
to deduct the interest on your mortgage from 
your taxes. We can reform the Tax Code so 
that it provides a similar incentive for you 
to buy health insurance. So in my State of 
the Union Address next Tuesday, I will pro-
pose a tax reform designed to help make 
basic private health insurance more afford-
able—whether you get it through your job 
or on your own. 

As we reform the Federal Tax Code, we 
will also support the innovative measures that 
States are taking to address the problem of 
the uninsured. Governors across the Nation 
have put forward plans to make basic private 
health insurance more accessible for their 
citizens. When I go before Congress next 
week, I will announce a new effort, led by 
Health and Human Services Secretary Mi-
chael Leavitt, to help Governors reduce the 
number of people in their States without pri-
vate health insurance. 

All of these changes are based on a clear 
principle: Health insurance should be avail-
able; it should be affordable; and it should 
put you and your doctor in charge of your 
medical decisions. I look forward to working 
with Congress to pass the initiatives that I 
lay out next week, so we can help millions 
more Americans enjoy better care, new 
choices, and healthier lives. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m. on 
January 19 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 20. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 19 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Telephone Remarks to the 
March for Life 
January 22, 2007 

Yes, Nellie, thank you. Thank you very 
much, Nellie. And I want to thank everybody 

there for taking part in today’s March for 
Life. I appreciate so very much the devotion 
to such an honorable cause, and the good 
work everyone is doing to defend life. 

And, Nellie, it’s good to hear your voice 
again, and I thank you very much for giving 
me a chance to visit with you and the crowd 
that is assembled there on the Mall. 

It is important for all Americans to remem-
ber that our Declaration of Independence 
states that every person has the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It also 
states that these rights come from our Cre-
ator and that governments are formed to se-
cure these rights for all their citizens. And 
we believe every human life has value, and 
we pray for the day when every child is wel-
come in life and protected into law. 

Nellie, I want to thank you very much and 
the Members of Congress there who have 
worked hard to make progress toward this 
goal over the last 6 years. I want the folks 
assembled there to know that we’re making 
progress. We promoted adoption, support 
parental notification laws, ended Federal 
funding for abortions overseas, and are fund-
ing crisis pregnancy programs. 

I had the privilege of signing legislation 
that extends legal protection to children who 
are born despite abortion attempts, allows 
prosecutors to charge those who harm or kill 
a pregnant woman with harming or killing 
her unborn child as well. I signed into law 
a ban on the cruel practice of partial-birth 
abortions, and we will vigorously defend that 
law in the courts. 

Nellie, what I’m saying is, is that we’re 
building a culture of life here. And I want 
to thank you and everybody assembled for 
helping. 

We are a caring nation, and our values 
should also guide us on how we harness the 
gifts of science. New medical breakthroughs 
bring the hope of cures for terrible diseases 
and treatments that can improve the lives of 
millions. Our challenge is to make sure that 
science serves the cause of humanity instead 
of the other way around. 

Last summer I vetoed a bill that would 
support the taking of innocent life in the 
hope of finding medical benefits for others, 
and I have made it clear to the Congress, 
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we must pursue medical advances in the 
name of life, not at the expense of it. 

As we move forward, we’ve all got to re-
member that a true culture of life cannot be 
built by changing laws alone. We’ve all got 
to work hard to change hearts. We will find 
areas where we can agree and, at the same 
time, work to persuade more of our fellow 
citizens to join this great cause. The sanctity 
of life is written in the hearts of all men and 
women. And so I say, go forth with con-
fidence that a cause rooted in human dignity 
and appealing to the best instincts of our citi-
zens cannot fail. 

Again, Nellie, thank you very much. I ap-
preciate your dedication to this important 
cause. I send my thanks to all there on the 
Mall. I ask for God’s blessings on your work 
and that God continue to bless our country. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. from 
Camp David, MD, to march participants on the 
National Mall in Washington, DC. In his remarks, 
he referred to Nellie J. Gray, president, March 
for Life Education and Defense Fund. 

Address Before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the State of the Union 
January 23, 2007 

Thank you very much. And tonight I have 
the high privilege and distinct honor of my 
own as the first President to begin the State 
of the Union message with these words: 
Madam Speaker. 

In his day, the late Congressman Thomas 
D’Alesandro, Jr., from Baltimore, Maryland, 
saw Presidents Roosevelt and Truman at this 
rostrum. But nothing could compare with the 
sight of his only daughter, Nancy, presiding 
tonight as Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Congratulations, Madam Speak-
er. 

Two Members of the House and Senate 
are not with us tonight, and we pray for the 
recovery and speedy return of Senator Tim 
Johnson and Congressman Charlie Norwood. 

Madam Speaker, Vice President Cheney, 
Members of Congress, distinguished guests, 
and fellow citizens: The rite of custom brings 
us together at a defining hour when decisions 
are hard and courage is needed. We enter 

the year 2007 with large endeavors underway 
and others that are ours to begin. In all of 
this, much is asked of us. We must have the 
will to face difficult challenges and deter-
mined enemies and the wisdom to face them 
together. 

Some in this Chamber are new to the 
House and the Senate, and I congratulate the 
Democrat majority. Congress has changed, 
but not our responsibilities. Each of us is 
guided by our own convictions, and to these 
we must stay faithful. Yet we’re all held to 
the same standards and called to serve the 
same good purposes: to extend this Nation’s 
prosperity; to spend the people’s money 
wisely; to solve problems, not leave them to 
future generations; to guard America against 
all evil; and to keep faith with those we have 
sent forth to defend us. 

We’re not the first to come here with a 
Government divided and uncertainty in the 
air. Like many before us, we can work 
through our differences, and we can achieve 
big things for the American people. Our citi-
zens don’t much care which side of the aisle 
we sit on, as long as we’re willing to cross 
that aisle when there is work to be done. Our 
job is to make life better for our fellow Amer-
icans and to help them build a future of hope 
and opportunity, and this is the business be-
fore us tonight. 

A future of hope and opportunity begins 
with a growing economy, and that is what 
we have. We’re now in the 41st month of 
uninterrupted job growth, a recovery that has 
created 7.2 million new jobs so far. Unem-
ployment is low; inflation is low; wages are 
rising. This economy is on the move, and our 
job is to keep it that way, not with more gov-
ernment but with more enterprise. 

Next week, I’ll deliver a full report on the 
state of our economy. Tonight I want to dis-
cuss three economic reforms that deserve to 
be priorities for this Congress. 

First, we must balance the Federal budget. 
We can do so without raising taxes. What we 
need is spending discipline in Washington, 
DC. We set a goal of cutting the deficit in 
half by 2009 and met that goal 3 years ahead 
of schedule. Now let us take the next step. 
In the coming weeks, I will submit a budget 
that eliminates the Federal deficit within the 
next 5 years. I ask you to make the same 
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